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For a long time this continued, until some malicious person saw what was going on,Jand told it to the Brahmans in the village, who convened an assembly before which they summoned the boy's father, and told him that his son Vicara-jarumar was wasting the milk of the Brahmans* sacred cows by pouring it idly on the earth in sport. The father feared greatly when he heard the accusation, but protested his entire ignorance of the waste and desecration, and asking pardon, engaged to put a stop to his son's eccentric practices. Accordingly the next day he went forth to watch the boy's proceedings, and hid himself in a thicket on the bank of the river. He soon saw his little son ceremoniously bathe in the river, and then proceed to his miniature temple gathering sacred flowers and leaves, arranging everything in order for the minutiae of Civa-worship, and then pouring a stream of anointing milk over the earthen LIftGAM. Thus convinced of the truth of the accusation, he was greatly incensed, and rushing forth from his concealment inflicted severe blows upon the boy, and used many reproachful words. But the young devotee's mind was so absorbed in the worship,-so full of the rapture of mystic devotion,-that he neither perceived his father's presence, nor heard his words, nor felt his blows. Still more incensed by the boy's insensibility, the infatuated father raised his foot, broke the vessels of consecrated milk, and destroyed the whole apparatus of worship/ This was too much for the young enthusiast to bear; the god of his adoration was insulted, and the sacred worship defiled.
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